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General Notice from the Committee on the 
Observance of the Twenty-fifth Anni- 
versary of Daniel J. Tobin 
as General President 


VERY DAY the committee is busy with its arrangements to the end 
that the meeting and banquet which is to be held on October'1, 1932, 
may be a success. 


Letters of instructions have been mailed to the chairmen of all sub- 
committees. In cities where a sub-committee does not exist, the local 
secretary-treasurer is to act as a committee, and those secretaries have 
been notified of their appointment both by letter and through the columns 
of our July magazine. Therefore, let all members in each district work 
together and let us put this celebration over with a bang, or, in true 
Teamsters’ and Chauffeurs’ style. 


The September number of our official Magazine will contain all impor- 
tant information pertaining to the Anniversary. All who attend should 
make arrangements to be in Toronto at the Royal York Hotel not later than 
Saturday morning, October Ist. Your committee will have headquarters 
open where all local information may be obtained. 


The Royal York Hotel will be the headquarters. The rates for double 
rooms, with bath, are. $7.00 a day; single rooms, with bath, $4.00. This is 
the finest hotel in the world. 


There are also plenty of other hotels right in the same district with 
rates to meet the desires of those who do not wish to stop at the Royal 
York. Any information desired before September 17, 1932, will be gladly 
sent to you. The membership may get information from their local secre- 
tary-treasurer. 


THOMAS L. HUGHES, Chairman, 
THOMAS FARRELL, Treasurer, 
JOHN M. GILLESPIE, Secretary, 
Committee. 
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Wm. Green, President A. F. of 
L., on Unemployment 


There were more than ten and a 
half million persons out of work in the 
United States in March, 1932, accord- 
ing to our new estimate of unemploy- 
ment. This is more than one-fifth of 
those normally at work for pay. 


These ten millions of unemployed 
are looking to Congress for help. They 
want work. They are impatiently 
looking for plans that will provide 
them opportunity to earn a living. 
They will vote in the November elec- 


tion. The measuring rod labor will 


apply to legislative records is influ- 
ence in creating jobs. One-fifth of 
those normally earning incomes by 
work are prevented from producing 
the wealth that would pay their in- 
comes. They are living on the pro- 
ceeds of past work or on charity. Pov- 
erty is starving these millions physi- 
cally and spiritually. Vital questions 
are dominating discussion in homes 
and meeting places all over the coun- 
try. Deep-seated unrest is every- 
where apparent. Men and women are 
near desperation. They ask for the 
opportunity to earn their daily bread. 
The increase in credit and decrease in 
bank failures mean nothing to them 
if jobs are not forthcoming as a con- 
sequence. Financial institutions are 
for service. 

The American Federation of Labor 
has been publishing each month an 
estimate of the number of persons 
unemployed in the United States, 
based on reports of unemployment 
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from trade unions. After careful 
study we have found that unemploy- 
ment has been increasing much more 
rapidly among the unorganized than 
among union workers. We have, 
therefore, based our new estimate of 
unemployment on employment in- 
dexes published by the United States 
government, applied to the figures for 
gainful workers in the United States 
Census of April, 1930. The resulting 
figures show 6,894,000 persons laid off 
since April, 1930. Adding the number 
unemployed, according to the April, 
1930, unemployment census, and the 
number who are seeking work for the 
first time since then we have the total 
number out of work in March, 1932, 
10,634,000. 

We feel sure that this is a conser- 
vative estimate. It is constructed as 
follows: Of the 38,000,000 persons 
shown by the government indexes to 
be at work in March, 1932, (1) 18,000,- 
000 are covered by government em- 
ployment figures issued each month. 
These include manufacturing, rail- 
roads, mines, utilities, wholesale and 
retail trade — the occupations which 
have suffered most severely from un- 
employment; about five and a half 
million people have been laid off in 
these trades since April, 1930. (2) 
13,200,000 persons are in occupations 
where employment is assumed to have 
changed very little on the whole since 
April, 1930, and the figures for those 
at work in April, 1930, are used with 
a change of less than two-tenths of 
one per cent. This group includes 
teachers, professionals, farmers, those 
in insurance, proprietors and officials 
of business firms. Unquestionably 
there has been unemployment among 
these groups which we are not able to 
show because of inadequate figures; 
many thousand teachers we know are 
either unemployed or working with- 
out pay. Our estimate of unemploy- 
ment in this group is distinctly con- 
servative. (3) 800,000 in service in- 
dustries, where employment is esti- 
mated from indexes of trade. Thus 





over 84 per cent of all employed work- 
ers are either covered by reliable gov- 
ernment indexes or are in trades 
where the United States Census figure 
for 1930 is used without appreciable 
change. (4) 6,000,000 (less than 16 
per cent) are in trades where no em- 
ployment indexes exist; the employ- 
ment change is assumed to be the 
same as the general change for all 
other trades. This group includes do- 
mestic servants, barbers, laundresses, 
nurses, photographers, actors, musi- 
cians, real estate, water transporta- 
tion, independent hand trades and 
others. We know from trade union 
reports that 45 per cent are out of 
work among musicians, actors, sea- 
men, longshoremen, while only the 23 
per cent general average is assumed 
for this group; we also know that 
high unemployment exists among 
nurses, domestic servants, indepen- 
dent hand trades and others in this 
group. Therefore we feel sure that it 
is conservative to estimate the change 
in this group as no greater than 23 per 
cent average for all other trades. 

These employment figures show 
6,894,000 laid off since April, 1930. 
Since there were 2,964,000 who had 
already been out of work one week or 
more in April, 1930 (Classes A and B, 
unemployment census), this makes a 
total of 9,858,000 persons out of work 
in March who had normally been em- 
ployed in gainful work before the de- 
pression began. 

The increase in population since 
April, 1930, has brought 776,000 new 
workers into the field seeking employ- 
ment. They are either unemployed or 
have already displaced older workers. 
This figure for the increase in those 
seeking employment assumes that the 
same proportion of the population are 
seeking and needing employment now 
as at the time of the April, 1930, cen- 
sus. Here also, we feel that the esti- 
mate is conservative, for many in- 
stances have come to our notice of 
persons who formerly were able to 
live on income from investments or 
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property and are now seeking work. 
Therefore the proportion needing 
gainful employment may be larger 
than in April, 1930. 

These figures make a total of 10,- 
634,000 out of work and needing work 
in March, 1932. The figures for the 
first three months of 1932 are as 
follows: 


I ia sig ainian 10,276,000 
February ....... 10,528,000 
ED. 2 acetiennen 10,634,000 


Unemployment has increased stead- 
ily since January. From March to 
May unemployment in industry has 
continued to increase, as shown both 
by reports from trade unions and fig- 
ures of the United States Department 
of Labor. At least 200,000 persons 
were laid off from March to May, and 
it is probable that unemployment in 
industry is now higher than ever be- 
fore in history. 





Radio Address by Organizer 
Dave Beck, Seattle, May 
26, 1932 


Permit me to express my apprecia- 
tion to the Seattle Post Intelligencer 
and Radio Station KVL, in allowing 
me to discuss for a few minutes what 
I consider, as no doubt does every 
other citizen in the United States to- 
night, the most important matter that 
has confronted our national govern- 
ment since we were electrified by the 
announcement of a declaration of war. 

With the announcement of war in 
1917, we instantly mobilized every 
resource of our national government 
and gave unstintedly of our physical 
and moral resources to consummate 
successfully the objectives for which 
war was declared. At this time when 
the entire nation is staggering under 
the most grave problem that has con- 
fronted organized government in this 
country; when more than eight mil- 
lion unemployed people are walking 
the streets; when little children are 
begging for the dire necessities of 


life; when the finest citizens that any 
government could ask for have for 
months been asking for employment 
in order to provide for themselves and 
familiés, we are drifting along doing 
nothing to correct this terrific condi- 
tion except here and there doling out 
in a charitable manner meager suste- 
nance in the form of groceries to keep 
body and soul together. 


The first responsibility that citizens 
have is to conduct themselves in har- 
mony with organized society and law 
and by the same token it immediately 
becomes the duty of society and gov- 
ernment to guarantee to every person 
residing in our country the right to 
work and provide for himself and de- 
pendents. No one today denies that 
there are millions of people in actual 
want; that industry is staggering un- 
der a terrific load, fighting to maintain 
its very structure; that the American 
standard of living is being demoral- 
ized; that banks are calling in their 
loans and denying the ordinary line 
of credit to business in order to main- 
tain a liquid condition. 

For a great many months we have 
been striving to correct this condition 
by local employment relief through- 
out the several sections of the coun- 
try at the direction of the President of 
the United States and the party in 
power, charged with the responsibil- 
ity of administering the government. 
This has woefully failed and as the 
savings of individuals have been 
drained and business has shown no 
improvement, a greater crisis con- 
fronts us now than at any previous 
time. Therefore, we must stop and 
find a solution. 

It is my opinion that no solution 
has yet been offered, commensurate 
with the floating of a bond issue in 
an amount of five billion dollars or 
some other sum adequate to provide 
for and to inaugurate a great program 
for public construction and to put into 
industry every available man or 
woman with dependents in order that 
they might earn sufficient money to 
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create a spending power that will re- 
sult in industry resuming its normal 
stride and recuperation of business to 
its natural position and our citizens 
tothe American standard of living. 


Of course, bond issues must be paid 
for, but in time of national emergency 
where the very structure of govern- 
ment itself is at stake, when we face 
a crisis within our country as great as 
we ever faced in time of war, I can see 
no argument why we should hesitate 
to create billions for a public work 
program and pay for its amortization 
when prosperity again returns. We 
do not hesitate to buy automobiles, to 
enjoy a high standard of living and 
spend our money in the channels that 
promote prosperity when we have the 
income that will permit us to do so. 
Neither do we hesitate to wage war, 
incur tremendous indebtedness, give 
of our man power and make every sac- 
rifice for the preservation of our gov- 
ernment and the defense of its ideals 
when necessity demands. 

We have never stopped to consider 
cost when our nation has been imper- 
iled but found a way to carry on and 
now when millions of our people are 
deprived of the opportunity to live as 
decent citizens should be permitted to 
live and to keep them from the ac- 
ceptance of charity and dole, I en- 
dorse a prosperity bond issue. 

Who is there to deny that should 
our shores be invaded tomorrow by a 
foreign power, our people starved, our 
children deprived of food and cloth- 
ing, our very government and its 
ideals endangered, that we would hesi- 
tate to spend five billion or, if neces- 
sary, fifty billion, to repel the invad- 
ers and to preserve national honor and 
defense. Who then, would object to 
liberty loan bond issues? 

Is there, then, any justifiable rea- 
son at this time of national crisis 
within our country when our people 
are starving, when our children are 
being deprived of food and clothing, 
when the very ideals of our govern- 
ment are in danger that we should 


hesitate to inaugurate a great public 
works program and a prosperity bond 
issue of billions to maintain national 
honor, American living standards and 
preservation of national ideals. 





What Does It Mean? 


The people of the country are still 
wondering where the Republican 
party, as a party, stands on prohibi- 
tion. There is precious little enlight- 
enment to be had from the devious 
and wordly piece of expediency put 
forward at Chicago recently as a pro- 
hibition plank. It is muddled in lan- 
guage, muddled in thinking, and in 
trying to throw crumbs to all factions 
has succeeded in satisfying none. 


The long preamble concerning the 
duties of obedience and enforcement 
of law, in the light of what follows, is 
almost infantile. Ten years ago it 
could have been written with some 
sincerity; today, after a decade of 
universal flouting of the law, of wide- 
spread corruption of those very offi- 
cers who are called upon to enforce it, 
of an era of prohibition-paid gang- 
sterism and winking hypocrisy, it is 
simply childish, and will deceive least 
those advocates of the Eighteenth 
Amendment whom it courts. The 
feeble plea against nullification, in the 
face of complete nullification, is of the 
same category. 

The plank further informs the vot- 
ers of the party as to the two consti- 
tutional methods ‘for changing the 
basic law of the land. These methods 
are very interesting, as readers of the 
Constitution have learned beforehand. 
The platform states in addition that 
the party does not favor a submission 
limited to the issue of retention or re- 
peal, on the grounds that “the Amer- 
ican nation never in its history has 
gone backward” and that repeal might 
sacrifice the “gains” of prohibition. 
Here again are disputable words of 
two meanings, expediently designed 
to please all and, if public comment 
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hereabout is characteristic, will please 
none. 

There is a real division of opinion 
as to whether in case of repeal, exist- 
ing Federal laws give the Federal 
Government sufficient power to pro- 
tect those states which, under state 
control, wish to remain dry, or if a 
substitute amendment should be 
adopted to add the Federal powers in 
case the Eighteenth Amendment is 
done away with. 

There ought to be no division of 
opinion regarding the profound illogic 
of the statement that prohibition is 
not now a partisan political question, 
that no member of the party should 
be forced to choose between his party 
affiliation and his convictions. This, 
in the face of the obvious fact that 
prohibition is the only question which 
can rouse enough political enthusiasm 
to raise a whisper, is actually a denial 
of the very birthright of the Ameri- 
can party system. If parties are not 
intended to draw together people of 
similar convictions, to advance pro- 
grams based on these convictions, and 
thus afford a true expression of the 
will of the people, then we might as 
well dispense with them. 

All in all, an exceedingly feeble 
plank, and poor politics withal. People 
who believe in party government as a 
vehicle to express the will of the peo- 
ple will hope the Democrats take a 
forthright stand.— Cincinnati En- 
quirer. 





Ford’s Fallacious Farm Theory 


It may be considered lese majesty 
to take issue with so successful a cap- 
tain of industry as Henry Ford, yet 
his recently published articles in the 
daily press, which say much, seem to 
leave much unsaid. Possibly Mr. 
Ford’s viewpoint makes it impossible 
for him to visualize the question he 
discusses as a worker would see it. If 
he is sincere in his effort to educate 
the public to his view he could well be 
more explicit and go deeper into the 
matter. 


In the paid advertisement of June 
4 the auto magnate emphasized his 
pet theory of sending the unemployed 
“back to the farm,” but in the nearly 
half-page article he gave no hint as to 
how the unemployed worker was to 
obtain the soil to till. It may be ad- 
mitted that if all were employed the 
idea of raising what is necessary for 
the family table might have its merits 
so far as adding to the possibilities of 
a better living standard is concerned, 
but the man without work for months, 
or the one who has been employed but 
a few days a week for some time, 
would have considerable difficulty se- 
curing sufficient land whereon to plant 
and cultivate a mess of greens. And 
again, while Mr. Ford’s efficiency 
methods may be able to transform an 
agrarian into a “mechanic” in a few 
days, it is not so easy to make a truck 
gardener of a city-bred craftsman. 
Far better would it be if all craftsmen 
were employed at the work with which 
they are familiar, leaving the produc- 
tion of “garden sass” to those with 
knowledge and experience along this 
line. Then both classes would be gain- 
fully employed and helpful to each 
other. 

As to labor-saving machinery, Mr. 
Ford’s observations are not illuminat- 
ing nor quite correct. He declares 
‘machinery makes jobs,” when the 
world knows the contrary is true on 
the farm where he advocates sending 
the unemployed. Machinery only 
makes jobs where more men are em- 
ployed to make the much greater vol- 
ume of goods sold to men earning 
higher wages and working less hours. 
He advocates “overproduction” with 
no plan for “consumption,” and con- 
tends “machines make possible inex- 
pensive enjoyment of the comforts 
and conveniences of modern living 
conditions.” He further states: 

“Give the world a money system 
that makes it easier for goods to flow 
from man to man, and all the factories 
on earth could not begin to supply a 
tenth of the demand. 
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“But it is possible to expect of the 
machine more than it can do. We can 
not eat or wear machines. If the world 
were one vast machine shop, it would 
die. ° © 


To this might be added that while 
“we can not eat or wear machines,” 
neither can machines eat or wear, and 
when a machine is introduced in in- 
dustry and displaces one or more men 
just that many more workers have 
been added to the class that “can not 
eat or wear.” Does the auto maker 
imagine these displaced workers will 
eagerly grab a hoe and hie themselves 
to some barren land (none other would 
be obtainable to the average idle 
worker) and attempt to wrest a living 
from the soil? 

Thank the Lord there is something 
more the portion of a worker than a 
mess of potatoes. The worker is re- 
sponsible in no small degree for the 
success of the business of Ford and 
others of his kind and to the worker 
must be given the opportunity to par- 
ticipate in that success. Over the cen- 
turies the struggle has been for bet- 
terment of the working classes and it 
is no more reasonable to assume that 
labor desires to revert to the condi- 
tions existing one hundred years ago 
than it would be to expect the Fords 
of business to burn their money, de- 
stroy their plants and begin again at 
the bottom.—Typographical Journal. 





Trade Unionism Upheld 


In handing down a recent decision 
in New York City, Supreme Court 
Justice Ernest E. L. Hammer com- 
mented as follows in regards to Trade 
Unions: “Trade unions are either de- 
scendant from or are the outgrowth of 
the idea and form of the guilds of the 
Middle Ages. Modern industrial con- 
ditions and the capitalist system, how- 
ever, are the direct reasons for the or- 
ganization of working men into trade 
unions. The method at first was 
adopted for self protection, but the 
movement has grown into an organ- 


ized means for the improvement so- 
cially and economically of the status 
and place of the worker, the acquire- 
ment and the maintenance of labor 
standards and the changing of indus- 
try in accordance with labor ideals. 
Since labor unions are recognized as 
moral and beneficial to workers and 
society, such construction should be 
given to a particular provision of the 
union’s constitution and laws so that 
it will be legal and moral, rather than 
morally unlawful. Better working 
conditions, including wages, hours, 
sanitation, safety and kindred sub- 
jects, and mutual insurance, are the 
chief aims of the unions. The spirit 
and power of the working classes in 
their resistance to being crowded 
down is the only force from the eco- 
nomic point of view which can and 
will save economic society from pro- 
gressive degradation. No economic 
advantage has been secured by any 
class of workers except by its own or- 
ganized resistance and aggressive- 
ness. The constitution and laws of 
every labor organization are to be con- 
strued in this state and country ac- 
cording to well-conceived ideals and 
principles of law ordained by a demo- 
cratic people, proud of their heritage 
and jealous of the protection of their 
rights of equal opportunities, of voice 
in the selection of local and general 
officials, in taxation, the appropriation 
and expenditure of money for govern- 
ment purposes, and of the right and 
opportunity of assembly and freedom 
of speech.”—The Catering Industry 
Employee. 





Better Face the Issue 


There is no greater problem con- 
fronting us today than the one of 
fully ten million men and women be- 
ing out of work, although they are 
willing and anxious to work and they 
and those dependent are in sore need 
of the earnings that such work would 
supply. Why not face this problem 
just as it is and proceed to take some 
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definite and effective steps in the 
direction of its solution? 


Doling out charity will never solve 
unemployment. The most that any 
and all of this aid can do is to provide 
temporary relief by staving off star- 
vation and death for the time being. 
But when such charity funds are used 
up or the number of unemployed be- 
comes greater than all our charitable 
organizations can take care of, what 
happens then if nothing has been done 
before that happens to enable those 
now unemployed to get back to work 
at sufficient wages to enable them to 
live and support their families? 


Instead of waiting until that day 
comes those in a position to help start 
the wheels of industry had better do 
something now before it is too late. 
Unless those who are in control can 
figure out something more substan- 
tial than mere handouts doled out to 
those out of work we are liable to have 
stormy days ahead. 


If this is the actual state of affairs 
that confronts us why beat around the 
bush and shut our eyes to the most 
pressing problem of our day? Why 
not recognize now the issue that con- 
fronts us and take some sincere steps 
in the direction of solving perma- 
nently the problem of unemployment? 

How can this be done? About the 
only sane and logical answer there is 
to this question is that of supplying 
the regular and remunerative employ- 
ment to those out of work until all are 
employed. The only way there is to 
solve this unemployment problem is 
to work out comprehensive plans for 
enabling those now suffering with in- 
voluntary idleness to get steady work. 

If private management and control 
has broken down and those who now 
control the bulk of the employing 
power are unable and unwilling to put 
the unemployed to work then it is high 
time that the people assume this 
power and proceed without further 
delay to take whatever steps are nec- 
essary to give everybody a fair chance 
to earn a living. 


People must have an opportunity to 
live and it should not be based upon 
either doles or charity but upon an 
honest-to-goodness opportunity to 
earn a decent living by honest and re- 
spectable employment. 

Since ten million are out of work 
now with grave danger of far more 
than this being out of work later, un- 
less something is done to turn the 
tide, it is high time that steps were 
taken, as soon as possible, to provide 
this unemployed army with an oppor- 
tunity to go to work. 

Let us face the issue and take steps 
to solve it—East Bay Labor. 


Broke Each Time 


The present depression has brought 
out a new set of economists. Join the 
conversation, or keep out of it and 
just listen, in any crowd, and the topic 
of conversation will drift quickly to 
“hard times.” Just as some fellow is 
in the midst of pointing out that the 
stock market or the packers or the 
war or something else has brought on 
the depression, somebody will invar- 
iably step forward with the idea that 
the people themselves are to blame 
for the depression. Luxuries, install- 
ment buying, automobiles, radios, silk 
hose is the reason why we are broke 
and have too much goods accumu- 
lated. Back in 1893 we didn’t even 
own a toothbrush and we had as nice 
a panic as one would care to go 
through. In 1932 we either own a car 
or know someone who does and we go 
through the same experience. All of 
which indicates that both panics have 
found us doing as little thinking as 
is permissible and still move around. 
—Wyoming Labor Journal. 








Edward F. McGrady, Legislative 
Representative of the A. F. of L., says 
that the most important thing right 
now for Congress to do is to provide 
work for the eight million unemployed 
that they may live in decency and 
comfort. He considers that balancing 
the budget is a secondary matter. 
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(By DANIEL J. TOBIN) 


* 
Every possible ounce of self-control and reasoning should be used by 
Labor officials at this particular time. During these days when a paralysis 
of industry and wage scale reductions surround us everywhere, it takes 
real men of real character to hold together and control themselves so they 
may be successful in holding their local unions and their international intact. 
Before this battle against depression is over many International Unions 
and many Local Unions will be driven to the wall. Only those that exercise 
the greatest care and the greatest forethought, backing up said thoughts 
with the courage to deliver messages of truth and reasoning to their mem- 
bership, saving the membership from itself, beseeching the members to 
remain loyal to their union, these are the only organizations which will 
remain intact, but it means fighting with determination to the end. 


Already there are hundreds of thousands of members who are unable 
to pay their dues. Already there are many local unions unable to pay their 
tax to their Internationals. Throughout the land the tongues of disturbers 
are at work. The unthinking members listen with great attention during 
this awful period of depression and unemployment to the radical, smooth- 
tongued individuals who are everywhere spreading discontent. Men who 
were of the right caliber in years past and were always sincere, now, 
because of their inability to find work and because of the awful unemploy- 
ment existing everywhere, are becoming disgruntled and discouraged, 
finding fault with their local officers and their unions. For this condition of 
mind, they can hardly be condemned. It is a natural condition, but I be- 
seech our membership to bear in mind that the trades which are unorgan- 
ized, the workers who are not in any union, are suffering much more than 
we are, both in loss of employment and in reductions in wages. 


Trade unionists should understand that patriotism grows stronger 
when everything around us is dark and dreary. In Russia, France and other 
countries where the toilers were being destroyed by tyrants, threatened 
with persecution and death, that did not dampen their desire to hold their 
movement together. In the very darkest hours of the Church, when pagan- 
ism reigned supreme, the Christian religion remained most loyal and was 
strongest in so far as fervency and holiness was concerned. 


In modern civilization ‘when religious orders were fighting among 
themselves and when governments were persecuting certain religious de- 
nominations, it is a well known fact that the members of those denomina- 
tions remained and were more loyal than during the days of peace and 
prosperity and through their loyalty were able to battle the storm of 
adversity and intolerance, able to overcome ignorance and spread the truth 
of justice and of God throughout the nations of the world. So it is with 
men in the industrial fields today. We are bound to suffer. We have suffered 
during the past two years. There is suffering, discontent and unemployment 
facing us in the immediate future. Members of our families will be in want. 
Discouragement is bound to prevail, but if we will remain loyal to the prin- 
ciples instilled into us by our fathers; if we remain loyal to our country and 
our government, for which millions of our predecessors fought; if we remain 
loyal te the trade union movement, which, for fifty years, men have been 
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fighting to build up, eventually we will emerge more sober, more loyal and 
stronger than ever before. If, on the other hand, we become divided amongst 
ourselves, if we listen to the utterances of disturbers, if we allow petty 
jealousies to darken and destroy our better feelings, if we are continually 
looking for a chance to find fault, never speaking a word of encouragement 
to anyone, surely we will be lost and will go backward and downward into 
the strata of almost slavery, where we were at the beginning, or before the 
formations of our unions. Therefore, I appeal to the workers of the nation 
and especially to our own membership to take a greater interest in the union, 
attend its meetings, say a word of encouragement to the officers and help, 
as much as it is humanly possible, those who are out of employment, pay 
your dues regularly, even if you have to pay them at a sacrifice, work harder 
than ever before to maintain the union, so that we may not go backward, 
but that we may hold on until this awful monster of unemployment and 
industrial stagnation passes from out our nation. 

International Unions should be aggressive and remain loyal if chartered 
by the American Federation of Labor. This is no time for discrimination 
or faultfinding. Rightfully it is your duty to cover up the venial weaknesses 
—if there are any—of your associates in the Labor Movement, to build and 
build a stronger union, so that a wall of harmony, sound-thinking, charity, 
faithfulness and friendship may be ours, to the end that when the battle 
with depression is over, our unions will be stronger than before, purified 
by persecution and suffering, when we will again take up the pace, regain 
our lost ground and go forward to greater and still greater achievements. 


TFT 


I; MAY BE a little late now to refer to what took place in the Democratic 
convention, as most of our readers have obtained full information of what 
transpired through the columns of the newspapers. Summing up the plat- 
form adopted by the Democratic party, it was perhaps the shortest, most 
concise and direct platform ever adopted by any political party. The old- 
time declarations of being opposed to the injunction, favoring trial by jury 
and granting the workers the right to organize were practically eliminated. 

The Democratic convention, as did the Republican convention, made the* 
wet and dry proposition its principle point of discussion, and it finally 
adopted, almost word for word, the declarations of the American Federation 
of Labor on this subject which included liberalization of the Volstead Act 
and the repeal of the Eighteenth Amendment. 

If we are to judge from the expressions of the convention no greater 
plea or stronger pledge was ever obtained from any candidate than that 
promised by the man given the Democratic nomination for President— 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, now Governor of New York. In his reference to 
the “forgotten man” he used perhaps the strongest language that could 
be used in behalf of the working people, many millions of whom are now 
starving as a result of unemployment. 

Candidate Roosevelt’s statements were so strong that many of the 
dyed-in-the-wool, staunch and reactionary newspapers and magazines 
throughout the nation called him a Socialist, a radical, a dangerous man, 
and one to be guarded against in so far as Big Business is concerned. It is 
very well known that Franklin Roosevelt, as Governor of New York, has 
been a friend of the working man in so far as the advocacy of Labor legis- 
lation is concerned and battling for funds to help the hungry and starving. 
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However, you have all read the platforms, also the messages and declara- 
tions of both parties, so it is up to you, as individuals, to decide which party 
or candidate you wish to vote for and support in the coming election. But 
let me say to you, let not sentiment, blindness, bigotry or ignorance influ- 
ence you when casting your ballot. Vote only for those whom you believe 
to be sincere in their desire to help the starving multitude of workers 
throughout the nation. Don’t waste your vote by casting it for dreamers. 

One of the two major parties will be in power after March 4, 1933. It 
remains with you which one you will support and there is no power or law 
within this organization which can punish you for voting as your con- 
science dictates. 

This, however, does not apply to Communists. They are excluded from 
our membership. And, as Americans, they should be. They would destroy 
by force the institutions we have built. They would abolish the Unions 
and destroy the church. “They don’t belong.” 


Tr 


| SEE in the distance even a more difficult time for the unemployed during 
next winter than that experienced during the past two or three years. 

This is certainly a discouraging statement to have to make, but I 
would be useless to this organization were I to deny facts, to our people, as 
I see them. I hope I am wrong in my analysis, but the situation is this: 
even now there are more unemployed than prevailed last winter and this 
statement is taken from the news sent out from the headquarters of the 
American Federation of Labor. 

If this is true—and I believe it is—then is it not safe to say that next 
winter—next December, January and February—when snow is flying and 
the ground is frozen, with all outside work discontinued, will this not make 
conditions worse and still further increase the army of the unemployed? 

Already, here and these, we see signs of the disease of discontent, 
revolution, springing up. We all read what happened in a middlewestern 
city a few days ago when thousands of unemployed and hungry individuals 
stormed the municipal building, during which several were injured and two 
killed. Let us hope and pray and trust, as peaceful Americans, loving free- 
dom and desiring to abide by reasonable laws, that this condition may not 
spread or grow more intense during the winter months. When men are 
hungry and see their loved ones hungry, they are not going to starve even 
if they have to plunder and steal. After all, what do they suffer if caught 
in the act of committing a crime or stealing food? They are sent to prison 
where they, at least, receive reasonable care and have something to eat. 
Walking the streets as beggars is less enjoyable even than being in prison, 
when pride and decency is crushed by the monsters, Hunger and Despair. 

Again I see in the lining of the clouds, perhaps, a break, a slight ray of 
sunshine around the first of April, 1933. It is more liable to come under a 
new administration than under the present administration, for the following 
reasons: That ray of hope I see in the liberalization or amendment of the 
Volstead Act. Why dol reason thus? First, let me say to you I do not care 
personally whether or not we have beer from the standpoint of my indi- 
vidual desire. At my time in life, it means nothing. Next, I am afraid the 
changed condition, with the exception of the bringing back of the saloon, 
which is not contemplated by either party, will not make one particle of 
difference to the younger generation. On the contrary I believe that condi- 
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tions morally could not be worse from the standpoint of temperance. I have 
brought up five sons and one daughter, they have all gone through college 
and are scattered throughout the country, and not one of them has ever 
tasted liquor of any kind, not ever beer. After all, the abuse of liquor is due 
to persons falling for its cravings, and due more to one’s self, his environ- 
ment and education and not to whether or not it is sold under cover or 
regulated by the government. 


For years it has been a crime to use drugs or to peddle drugs, yet we 
find that the number of drug addiets has increased and is increasing all the 
time, and the condition of one of those unfortunates is perhaps the most 
miserable condition, embodying great suffering, that the human system 
could possibly experience. 

If the Volstead Act is liberalized after the new administration goes 
into office, what does it mean? I do not agree with the “wets” that millions 
of men will be put to work immediately. On the contrary, it will be a slow 
recovery, because several of the states will not permit the sale of beer and it 
will be so controlled that only hotels and first-class restaurants will be 
allowed to sell for consumption on the premises. I do believe, however, that 
some good will result through stopping the expenditure of nearly one 
hundred million dollars each year in endeavoring to enforce the Eighteenth 
Amendment and that this money may be directed into other channels which 
will help relieve the unemployment, but if not so directed, it will at least 
help the taxpayers of the nation. 

While some men may obtain employment as a result of the change in 
conditions, the greatest good I see obtaining from the liberalization of the 
Volstead Act is the elimination of crime, to a certain extent, the clearing of 
our court dockets and the psychological effect such a condition will have 
on the minds of the people, because, after all, if a man believes he is sick, 
whether he is or not, if you can convince him that he is not sick and is going 
to get well, it is the best medicine he could be given. Therefore, if the 
people believe that this slight change in our government and in our laws will 
lead them back to a semblance of old times when prosperity obtained every- 
where, then those who have money will become encouraged to spend it 
judiciously and those who have lost heart will pick up courage and will face 
changed conditions with greater hope for the future. My judgment is that 
the psychological effect obtaining from the modification of the Volstead Act 
will be of great benefit to our nation and will come next year. 

I may be wrong. I may be mistaken in my analysis, but unless some- 
thing happens, such as legislation of this kind, or something else of a similar 
nature which will raise up the minds of the people from the terrible, dark, 
depressing conditions in which they are now sunk, this depression is going 
to go on and industrial activity will not take place until the people get some 
courage. 

Under our laws, the Congress elected in November of this year does 
not officially go into session until December, 1933, unless a special session 
is called by the President after the inauguration on March 4th. If Candi- 
date Roosevelt is elected he will no doubt call an immediate special session 
of Congress, as his party pledged itself to do certain things right away. 
If President Hoover is re-elected, with both himself and his party straddling 
the fence to a certain extent, or, at least, trying to carry the drys and the 
wets on each shoulder, very likely he will not call a special session of Con- 
gress after March 4, 1933, so we will have to wait until the following year 
before anything is done. 
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All of the expressions contained in the foregoing are based only on the 
personal observations of the writer as he comes in contact with men and 
matters throughout the nation. At any rate, let us look forward for a 
brighter day after March 4, 1933. In the meantime let us keep our grip, 
grit our teeth, fight and suffer, if necessary, be patient, and by our counsel 
endeavor to hold our unions together so that we may again take up the 
battle for advanced betterment of conditions as we did during the many 
years that are past when we made this organization one of the greatest of 
its kind in the whole world. 


Tr OT 


‘ 
T HE Railway Express Agency, Inc., which is owned by the railroads, among 
them the Pennsylvania, New York Central, Baltimore & Ohio, and others, 
decided to take away from their employees the week’s vacation which they 
have been giving them. This order applies to every worker in the employ 
of that corporation. Some of the workers have already received their vaca- 
tions for this year, as this rule was just put into efféct and notice that 
vacations would be discontinued posted about June 20th. 

Of course the employees are very much up in the air over this order, 
and no one can blame them. However, the granting of vacations was a 
voluntary act on the part of the employers and was not written into the 
agreement. When we attempted, for the benefit of our membership, to 
have it written into the agreement the company said, No, they could not 
agree to it and would only guarantee the vacations so long as the company 
was financially able to take care of same. Just now the company says that 
due to the fact that business is shot to pieces they cannot continue to grant 
vacations and have been ordered by the “higher ups” to discontinue them. 
A custom, affecting the workers, which has been in existence for a good 
many years, when same is changed, seems unreasonable and unjust. 

Senator Couzens recently read before the U. S. Senate the amount of 
salary received by the officials of the railroads and it showed that the 
presidents of the Pennsylvania and the Baltimore & Ohio, and some of the 
other roads, were receiving a salary of $135,000 a year. This statement 
is taken from the newspapers as coming direct from Senator Couzens, who 
made the statement on the floor of the Senate June 29, 1932, and was made 
in connection with the request by the railroads for loans from the Recon- 
struction Finance Corporation. Senator Couzens claims that before the 
railroads are given any money, they should cut down the cost of operation, 
not from the bottom, but from the top. 

I question whether or not the president of any railroad is worth twice 
the salary paid to the President of the United States, more especially when 
said railroads claim to be losing money month after month, with some on 
the verge of bankruptcy while others have gone, or are about to go, into 
the hands of receivers. 

The International will take this matter of the loss of their week’s vaca- 
tion by our railways express drivers and chauffeurs up with the Railroad 
Wage Board, in an endeavor to get some satisfaction or redress. We will 
do our best to try to right this wrong or injustice, which is the main griev- 
ance just now of the men in that service, as this action was taken without 
giving us any notice. This old-time and long-established custom of giving 
men six full days off each year was destroyed overnight and nothing was 
said about it until notices were posted in the barns. We were not even 
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extended the courtesy of being notified of an act which destroyed some- 
thing which has been in effect for years. 

This order also applies to the membership of the Brotherhood of Rail- 
way Clerks, the Machinists, and all other classes of workers in the service 
of the Railway Express Agency. This order was nailed up and put into 
effect so brutally that it is not any wonder that discontent and hatred 
prevails amongst the entire working force. 

I fully realize that the railroads are in bad condition and especially the 
Railway Express Agency, which is part and parcel of the railroads, without 
any voice or vote. Again I repeat, when something has become an estab- 
lished custom in an institution for years, it should not be destroyed by 
the scratch of a pen or without at least extending to those involved a 
suitable notification or a hearing. Acts of this kind breed contempt for the 
employers, because working men cannot be expected to understand the 
inside financial problems of a large corporation, and can only realize that 
they have been deprived of a condition which gave to them a few days off 
each year with pay. If we get on our feet again industrially, especially in 
this particular branch of our organization, you may rest assured those con- 
ditions will be written into the agreement. Every man of progressive human 
instinct today realizes that the workers should have a few days for relaxa- 
tion each year. 


TTF 


Micuagr CASEY writes in from San Francisco stating that Local No. 85, 
of which he has been President since the formation of the Union, away 
back in 1901, has decided to assess each member who is working three days, 
or better, each week, one dollar a month for the next six months to be used 
towards relieving the unemployed. The only thing wrong about it is that 
the assessment is not sufficient in view of the fact that Local No. 85 is 
having its unemployment membership roll increased each month. The local, 
however, is to be congratulated because I am sure they know what they 
are doing and have a very substantial treasury. Besides as they need more 
money I am sure the membership of Local No. 85 who are working will pay 
more towards helping to keep their good union members from starving, 
men with families who are out of employment through no fault of their 
own. Such men should not be permitted to go hungry by the other union 
members. As I have said month after month, it may be our turn next— 
we never know. 


Loca UNION No. 705, Truck Drivers of Chicago, have suffered an unfor- 
tunate experience recently due to the fact that most of their money was 
deposited in the Reliance Bank of Chicago, which has just closed its doors. 

It is to be hoped that in time this bank will reopen and the depositors 
will receive, at least, the greater part of their money. No one can tell just 
now which bank is the safest or the best in which to deposit their money or 
their funds, but endeavor to pick out the strongest bank you know of; banks 
of long standing, with large reserve funds and managed by conservative 
bankers. 

The men who compose the membership of Local No. 705 are the kind 
of men who will carry on no matter what it costs and under the guidance 
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and leadership of their executive board they will not fail or become dis- 
couraged during this terrible crisis now confronting our country and espe- 
cially the city of Chicago, where thirty-six banks closed their doors during 
the month of June—if I am correctly informed by the newspapers. 


Ty? TF 


cy 
STanp BY YOUR GUNS. Fight to save your union. No sacrifice is too great 
to make to protect the organization that has made us free men. 

Pay your dues. Pay your assessments even if you have to cut down 
somewhere. Attend your meetings, be patient with your fellow-members. 
Don’t lose your head, and when the battle is ended with the monster of 
unemployment, you will reap your just reward in the knowledge that you 
have done a real man’s job. 


‘Tae CHARTER of Local Union No. 818, Taxicab Drivers of Cincinnati, has 
been revoked by the General Executive Board. Our members everywhere 
are requested not to recognize due books presented from former members of 
this local union. The General Executive Board, by unanimous vote, in- 
structed the General President to revoke the charter. The reason for such 
action is as follows: 

The Taxicab Drivers of Cincinnati were organized and given a charter 
about three years ago and during that time every possible assistance was 
given them by our unions in Cincinnati and by the International organiza- 
tion. This year their wage scale expired on June 1st and the International 
Union had two organizers working in conjunction with the local officers 
endeavoring to get a settlement of their wage scale. After five weeks of 
hard work, including conferences, consultations, meetings, arguments, per- 
suasions, appeals, decisions, etc., the International Officers were successful 
in getting from the employers what they believed to be a pretty fair settle- 
ment. The organizers then after consulting with the General President, 
went to the meeting of the local union and recommended the adoption or 
acceptance of the proposition arrived at in the conference with the em- 
ployers. The membership of the local union, because of the appeals of three 
or four dangerous, loud-mouthed radicals, rejected the proposition. In the 
discussions with the employers, it was proved beyond the question of a 
doubt that the taxicab business in Cincinnati was operating at a substan- 
tial loss, as is the case in many other cities throughout the nation. Our or- 
ganizers were convinced as to the financial inability of the company to pay 
even what they were offering, and it was well known that were it not for the 
influence and diplomacy of the International Officers, the proposition re- 
ceived from the company and the conditions granted, would not have 
obtained. 

It is true the offer made by the employers meant a reduction for the 
men over what they were getting, but is there any branch of our trade, or 
of any other trade or calling, which has not had to take a reduction this 
year? The unorganized workers, in many instances, have received slashes 
in wages three or four times within the year. 

After the proposition and the good work of the International Officers 
was rejected by the local union the General President instructed the organ- 
izers to withdraw from any further controversy, as it was well known that 
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nothing further could be done. Three or four days afterwards the member- 
ship went out on strike without consulting the International Union, or 
anyone else, again led by loud-mouthed radicals. 

The General President then submitted the case to the General Execu- 
tive Board and the above action was taken by the Board. The strike has 
now been on for six or seven weeks and there is absolutely no hope for any 
of the men getting back their old places as union men. 

As soon as the men went on strike the company withdrew its propo- 
sition. As is always the case, the radicals have now pulled in their horns 
and are begging in behalf of the starving membership that the Interna- 
tional Union take up their case once more and try to help them out. The 
International, having revoked the charter, is treating this crowd of foolish 
men, who were led by radicals, as they deserve. The International organi- 
zation is making this statement for the benefit of the courts and the public, 
that the Taxicab Drivers of Cincinnati are not part or parcel of the Inter- 
national nor the American Federation of Labor. 

When the International Union issues a charter to a local union that 
local agrees to abide by the laws, rules and decisions of the International. 
The local union is created and is a child of the International organization. 
As soon as it defies those laws and decisions, it destroys its right to affilia- 
tion with the International. It is better for the International not to have a 
local union at all than to have one which stands out in defiance of the laws 
of the International and the persons in authority having charge of the 
organization which has created and sustains the local. 

The International gives warning that while the present officers are in 
power they will carry out the laws and now state plainly to those unions 
which have been created by the International, under whose name they are 
operating and by which International they are linked with the American 
Federation of Labor, we repeat, unions that defy the laws of the Interna- 
tional shall not remain in affiliation. I would rather have 10,000 members 
who respect the laws they make than 100,000 members who have no desire 
to observe law and order and who believe they are all-powerful when there 
is absolutely nothing back of them except misery obtaining from poor judg- 
ment, or some other ulterior or hidden motive. 

While the rank and file of the taxicab drivers in Cincinnati deserve 
some sympathy, they deserve but very little, because if they allow a half 
dozen radicals to run their union, then they are equally responsible for the 
destruction of that union, inasmuch as they refused to stand up in their 
meetings and voice their opinions. 

This crowd of 300 men have lost their union and no doubt it will take a 
long time before they are again able to establish the same conditions or the 
conditions which they permitted radicals to destroy. If appeals for financial 
aid are sent to you by this crowd, understand they are not now part of the 
International organization, and as there are thousands of good union men 
out of work, through no fault of their own, it is your first duty to help, if 
you can, those good union men. 


Ty Fe 
A CHEATER will be found out no matter how clever he thinks he is. They 


are always caught in the end and then what a price they pay. Don’t fool 
yourself. There is only one rule of life that wins. Play the game fair. 


TOT Fy 
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Wraar's BECOME of the appointment of Judge Wilkerson, sent to the 
United States Senate several months ago? Don’t tell me that the railroad 





unions have been successful in getting the Senate to postpone confirmation, 
in the sure hope that after the next election the honored injunction judge 


won’t have a chance. 


That will be two labor-hating judges that President Hoover sent to the 
Senate during his term who have been rejected. Still, we will find some 
labor officials supporting Mr. Hoover for re-election so if elected he can 
name some other enemies of Labor for the U.S. Supreme Court so that they, 
when appointed, can interpret the laws against labor, many of which were 
intended to relieve labor. But there is hope that the membership may some 
day wake up and ask “Why so?” or “How come?” 


TTF 


Los Angeles.—One of the first du- 
ties of labor organizations in the pres- 
ent economic crisis is to remain or- 
ganized and bend all efforts against 
the weakening of their activities, no 
matter how unfavorable the odds nor 
how difficult the task; President Jo- 
seph N. Weber of the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians told the thirty- 
seventh annual convention of the or- 
ganization here. President Weber 
was re-elected and given an ovation. 

“No matter how impatient and 
idealistic we may be in the defense of 
the principles of organized labor, and 
no matter how right we may be in 
pointing out to the wage workers the 
economic justice to which they are 
entitled, now if ever,” President 
Weber said, “it is our duty, even 
though our heads are in the clouds, to 
remain with our feet on terra firma 
—to treat realities as they exist and 
not apply philosophical speculations to 
same, but to apply beneficial construc- 
tiveness to conditions as we find them, 
and not as we would have them. An 
idealist should not ignore realities. 
This appears to me the only sane posi- 
tion that the leaders of our movement, 
local or national, should assume. 

“It is obvious that when labor is in 
demand, it is easier for organized 
labor to better the conditions of its 
members than in times of unemploy- 
ment. A labor union which at the 
present time, to a considerable degree, 






maintains an undiminished standard 
of wages for its members who are 
working and can indeed boast of a suc- 
cessful defense of the principles for 
which it contends, has rendered its 
members a service, the future value of 
which cannot be overestimated. Such 
a union will be in a position eventually 
to conform to favorable conditions in 
a manner benefiting its members to 
the same degree that its conforming 
to unfavorable conditions permitted it 
to mitigate the damage the latter 
caused the material standards of its 
members.” 

In closing a review of conditions af- 
fecting musicians, President Weber 
said that the depression, with its re- 
sulting misery, was caused by over- 
production, underconsumption, unem- 
ployment, uncontrolled distribution, 
uncontrolled use of the money of the 
people by financial interests, and, as 
the result of it all, the decrease in the 
purchasing power of the masses. 

“It is a crying shame,” he declared, 
“that we should experience unmerci- 
ful suffering in a country that pro- 
duces more than the people need for 
decent subsistence. However, we have 
a right to hope that the conscience of 
the country has been awakened and 
that the government, through proper 
legislation, will solve the problem of 
preventing its recurrence, as failing 
to do this, it will place itself in the 
position of a Nero fiddling while Rome 
burned.” 
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CHAIN RESTAURANT with headquarters in Chicago last week was 

selling two fresh, hard-boiled eggs for a nickel with a package of 
sanitary protected crackers; a ham and egg sandwich for five cents. For 
breakfast one could purchase two eggs, several slices of bacon, four slices 
of bread and a cup of coffee for a dime, with a glass of orange or tomato 
juice thrown in free. 

How can such an institution pay wages? How can farmers make any 
money? How can small competitors live? Cut-rates are killing wages and 
labor; as a result, labor is unable to purchase sufficient goods to keep the 
wheels of factories going. This is the cycle which has caused and is con- 
tinuing the stagnation in our country. 


TTT 


OM MARSHALL, Vice-President of the United States from 1912 to 

1920, and one good Governor of Indiana, with whom the writer was 
acquainted, once made a witty statement which had the country at that 
time laughing. He said, when asked what was wrong with our country, 
“What the country needs most is a good five-cent cigar.” If Tom were living 
today he would find that there are good cigars selling for less than 4 cents. 

The writer does not smoke cigars, but he is informed that they are 
better than those which sold during the war at two for a quarter. The 
union cigarmaker, as a result, is driven to the wall and cannot get any kind 
of wages. In this industry the machine has taken the place of human 
hands. We are living in a different world, apparently. Let us have faith 
that something may happen to change the situation. 


OFF 


ELL, the employers should now be satisfied, as unionism, in many 

industries, has been destroyed, but not entirely, by the Employers’ 
Association. Starvation wages and unemployment has stopped, for the 
time being, organization of the workers. 

Are the employers any better off? Answer: Two thousand corpora- 
tions declaring bankruptcy each month. for the past three years. Twelve 
thousand banks have failed in the past three years. Eleven million workers 
unable to find jobs in the United States at the present time for any kind 
of wages. 

Wouldn’t things be brighter for the emplayers and for our government 
if we were back in the days when there were five million organized workers 
in this country, with every one able to find a job and there were no bank- 
ruptcies such as we are having today and no starvation bread lines, and 
men and women were not in danger of their lives if out after dark with 
two dollars in their pockets. 

Read what happened in St. Louis last month at the City Hall. Will 
any human being be safe in our country next winter as a result of the 
starving multitudes. Well, employers cannot blame the labor unions for 
this condition. 
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Wear the Emblem of Our 
~~ Organization 


ADVERTISE THE BUTTON AND EMBLEM 


The Above Cuts Represent the 


Button, Cuff Button and Watch Fob 
Sold by the General Office 


THE PRICES ARE AS FOLLOWS: 


Buttons . . . $ .25 apiece 
Cuff Buttons . 1.00 a pair 
Watch Charms 1.50 apiece 
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All orders should be sent through the Secretary of the Local Union to 


THOMAS L. HUGHES, Secretary 
| 222 EAST MICHIGAN STREET INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 
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